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ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 AID-05 CIAE-00 COME-00 EB-07 FRB-OI 

INR-07 NSAE-00 USIA-15 TRSE-00 XMB-04 OPIC-06 SP-02 

CIEP-02 LAB-04 SIL-OI OMB-OI /066 W 

048663 

R 04143 IZJUN 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1406 

UNCLAS BUENOS AIRES 3788 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIN, AR 

SUBJECT: MAY COST OF LIVING 

REF: BA 3649 

1. GOA RELEASED ON MAY 31, WITH UNUSUAL SPEED, CONSUMER PRICE 
INDEX (CPI) FOR MAY. CPI SHOWED SLOW DOWN IN INFLATION RATE 
FOR MONTH. THE SEASONALLYMJUFQED INDEX FOR MAY IS UP ONLY 4.8 
PERCENT, FOLLOWING 10.2 PERCENT IN APRIL (SEE REFTEL) AND 8.4 
PERCENT IN MARCH. 

2. AGAIN CLOTHING WAS THE ITEM WITH LARGEST INCREASE 8.8 PERCENT 
FOLLOWED BY HOUSEHOLD ITEMS (6.7 PERCENT) AND FOOD (3.2 PERCENT). 
DURING FIRST FIVE MONTH OF 1975, CPI GREW 42.7 PERCENT RESULTING 
IN AN YEARLY RATE OF 80.5 PERCENT (MAY 74-MAY75). 
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